PREFACE

The progress and prosperity of a country largely depend
on the availability of knowledge and the extensity of its use.
The role of scientific and technical knowledge is vital
for the industrial development, economic progress, national
security and welfare of the people. Because, the scientific
knowledge and technical know-how ar** considered as basic
instruments to explore and exploit the available natural
resources and convert them into usable commodities. In the
absence of such knowledge much of the available resources
will remain either as unutilised or underutilised. Therefore,
the development of advanced scientific knowledge and
technical skills are essential for the progress of a nation.

Scientific manpower is an asset to the nation. The value
of human potentiality is high, when compared with other
sources of wealth. Therefore, it is of prime importance to
produce scientific manpower required, in the country, to work
in various professions and fields. And top priority should
be given for the production of manpower in the national
planning. Further, such a scientific manpower should be
consciously developed, carefully preserved and productively
utilised.

The need for the development of scientific manpower
seems to be more acute in developing countries like India,
which is vigorously striving to attain self-sufficiency in all
fronts. Lack of scientific knowledge and skilled manpower
certainly be an impediment for the country's progress and
welfare of its people.

Universities, which are the main sources of scientffrc
manpower, have a very prominent role in fulfilling this
onerous task. Promotion of research work is one of the main
functions of a modern university. It has the obligation to
make necessary provisions and required facilities to carry out
basic research work in various disciplines. In this endeavour,
it also provides to scholars, the basic training In research
methodology, in the field of their discipline. Such a basic
training immensely helps to shape their future research career.
Information support is a must for research work to obtain
good results in any field.

, The University libraries in India have grown in size and
number, in terms of  document collection,  manpower